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TN Assembly
Secy on
Vijayakanth’s
plea
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MAX: 30° C MIN: 23° C

RH: 90% RAINFALL: NIL

SUNSET TODAY 6.06 PM
SUNRISE : TOMORROW 6.36
MOONRISE : TODAY 7.06 AM
MOONSET : TOMORROW 7.06 PM

Vicaruddin
to attend
meet on
Palestine

HYDERABAD: Syed Vi-

caruddin, Editor-in-Chief,
‘The Rahanuma-e-Deccan’
daily here and Chairman of
Indo-Arab League, will be
attending an international
conference on
‘Palestine” convened by
the Government of Qatar at
Doha from February 27.
The two-day conference
will be inaugurated by Pal-
estine
President Mahamoud Ab-
bas and Secretary General
of Arab Leaque, Dr Nabil
Elaraby, and a release from
Indo Arab League Hydera-
bad said here today.

The release said top Lead-
ers of Arab world and other
Islamic countries will be
participating in the confer-
ence. Mr Vicaruddin would
also be meeting top leaders
including Mr Mahamoud
Abbas, the release added.
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Bank heists solved, 5 robbers
killed In pre-dawn encounter

CHENNAI: Five people,
four from Bihar and one
from West Bengal, who
were involved in the two
bank heists at Perungudi
and Keelkattalai, were shot
dead in a Pre-dawn en-
counter with the police, at
Velachery area in the city in
the wee hours of today.

This was the first ma-
jor encounter in Tamil Nadu
in which five people were
killed.

Addressing a crowded
press conference about 12
hours after the encounter
which took place around
0130 hrs, Chennai City
Police Commissioner J K
Tripathy said police were
forced to open fire in self-
defence and to protect the
lives of innocent people in
the thickly populated area
as the gang fired indiscrimi-
nately at the police party.

In the resultant encounter,
two policemen were injured
and all the five gang mem-
bers killed. The deceased
were identified as Vinod
Kumar, Vinay Prasad, Ab-
hay Kumar, and Harish Ku-

mar from Bihar and Chandri
Khare from West Bengal.

He said Voter ldentity
Cards of the accused besides
a driving licence, seven pis-
tols and two revolvers with
some magazines and am-
munition, a bag containing
Rs 14 lakh cash, cell phones
and SIM cards were seized
from the spot.

Mr Tripathy said it was
clearly established that
these gang members were
involved in the two bank
robberies in the city.

In the first heist, a four-
member gang robbed Rs
20 lakh from the Perungudi

Branch of Bank of Baroda
on January 23 and in the sec-
ond instance, a five-member
gang looted Rs 14 Lakh
from Keelkattalai Branch of
10B on February 20, both at
gun point.

“’We have shown the pho-
tographs of the gang mem-
bers to the bank staff and the
witnesses and they have es-
tablished that these persons
were involved in the bank
robberies,” Mr Tripathy said,
adding, “’we are sure that
these people were involved
in both the bank robberies.’

The gang members, who
had taken the house on a

monthly rent of Rs 5,000
in December by paying an
advance of Rs 20,000, were
planning to vacate the house
and leave the city today.
Among those killed was
the person whose photo-
graph from CCTV footage
was released by the police
yesterday for his involve-
ment in the bank robberies.
Mr Tripathy said “’we
have examined more than
400 hours of CCTV footages
taken from various banks
before zeroing in on the ac-
cused whose photos were
released yesterday.” Based

Continue p-3

Delhi Airport Metro to begin international

check-In

NEW DELHI: Internation-
al fliers can now board Del-
hi’s showcase Airport Metro
Express ‘baggage-less’ from
today when the much talked
about check-in facility for
flights abroad at its stations
will kick off.

Coinciding with the first
anniversary of its operation,
the Reliance Infrastructure-
led consortium will make
this facility available at its
New Delhi and Shivaji sta-
dium stations from February
23.

While national carrier Air
India will begin check-in of
passengers’ baggage from
Thursday, private carriers
Jet and Kingfisher will fol-
low suit. The facility will
allow fliers to check-in their

baggage before boarding
the Airport Metro Express
to reach the new swanky
Terminal-3 of the Indira
Gandhi International Air-
port. They will be given the
boarding pass at the station
itself.

The luggage will then
be transferred to the train,
which has a dedicated space,
and directly boarded to the
respective aircraft through
a conveyor. “Passengers
have to check-in minimum
two and half hours prior to
their flight time. Fliers can
check-in and collect their
boarding passes maximum
eight hours prior to their
flight time,” a Reliance In-
fra spokesman said.

Check-in facility for do-

mestic fliers has been in
operation for the past few
months on the Airport Metro
and the launching of check-
in for international fliers has
been long overdue. The 23-
km high-speed corridor that
allows passengers to reach
Airport from Connaught

Place in flat 18 minutes cur-
rently has a rider ship of
20,000 commuters.

The 6 hours early check-in
facility will give commuters
enough time to explore the
retail outlets that Reliance
Metro is coming up with, the
spokesperson said.

Italian Dy Foreign Minister satisfied with
facilities for marmes

KOCHI: Italian Deputy
Foreign Minister Steffan de
Mistura today expressed sat-
isfaction over the arrange-
ments being provided by the
government for the two Ital-
ian Marines who were under
the Kerala Police custody in
connection with the killings
of two Indian fishermen off
Alappuzha Coast on Febru-
ary 15 last.

After visiting the two

Italian Marines, who were
lodged at the CISF Guest

House here, he said the ar-
rangements provided by the
government to the two
Italian Naval Guards were
quite satisfactory.

Extending full cooperation
to the police for their inves-
tigation into the incident, the
Italian Minister, however,
reiterated their earlier stand
that the incident took place
on international waters.

Mr Steffan also expressed
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deep sorrow over the inci-
dent and the killing of two
innocent fishermen.

The Italian Minister, who
is in the city in connection
with the shooting incident
and the subsequent arrest
of the two Italian Naval
guards, visited Kerala Chief
Minister Oommen Chandy
at Kottayam last night and
held discussion with him on
the issue.
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PIL on NCTC in Madras High

Court

CHENNAI: A PIL filed in
Madras High Court has as-
sailed the proposed National
Counter Terrorism Centre
and charged that instead of
concentrating on moderni-
sation of security forces, the
Centre was empowering it-
self with “stone-age authori-
ty derived from obsolete and
repealed enactments”.
When the PIL petition
filed by city lawyer S Vi-
jayalakshmi came up for
hearing on Wednesday , a
Division Bench comprising
justices Elipe Dharma Rao

and N Kirubakaran declined
to pass any interim order
and told the court registry
to post the matter before the
First Bench headed by Chief
Justice M Y Eqgbal.
Attacking the National
Counter Terrorism Centre
(Organisation,  Functions,
Powers and Duties) Order,
2012, the petitioner claimed
that the proposed centre had
no cadre of its own, and in-
stead proposed to borrow
its strength from existing
entities, which were bound
to continue their allegiance

and loyalties to their parent
force.

The petitioner’s counsel
said the Centre had not con-
sulted state governments,
many of whom had voiced
their opposition to the pro-
posal.

The Centre was trying to
create it through an “undated
executive order,” whereas
the Bill introduced in Parlia-
ment itself did not have the
details the executive order
had, he alleged and urged
the court to stay operation of
the impugned order.

Two more judges for
Madural HC

MUDURAI: The Madurai
bench of Madras High
court will get two more
judges next month to take
its strength to 14, according
to Chief Justice of Madras
High Court M Yusuf Egbal.

Participating at a hurried-
ly convened meeting of the
Bench and Bar here yester-
day, he told them he was un-
able to depute more judges
for want of bungalows in

the court complex.

Only 12 court halls and 12
bungalows for judges were
built when the Bench was
inaugurated in July 2004.
Since 2007, the court has
been repeatedly requesting
the government for funds to
construct more court build-
ings and bungalows. A
proposal was also sent to
build additional chambers
for lawyers. Four rooms in

the administrative block
were converted into court
halls. For want of bunga-
lows, some judges had to
stay in the VIP guest house.

Lawyers present at the
meet said the CJ had assured
them he would consider
their other grievances with
regard to recommending the
names of lawyers practicing
in the Bench for elevation to
the post of judges.

SC blames Ramdev, cops for
Ramlila crackdown

NEW DELHI: In a sig-
nificant development, the
Supreme Court today held
Baba Ramdev and Delhi
Police guilty of negligence
in connection with the mid-
night crackdown on yoga
guru’s followers at the Ram-
lila Maidan on June 4-5 last
year during his anti-corrup-
tion agitation.

The apex court, while
stressing that the authorities
could have avoided the vio-
lent incident, said that both
Baba Ramdev and the po-
lice acted in an irresponsible
manner. “There was abuse
of power by the Delhi Police
and there was violation of
fundamental rights of peo-
ple,” the apex court bench
of Justices BS Chauhan and
Swatanter Kumar said.

“The incident shows might
of the state which strikes at
the foundation of democra-
cy. It is a glaring example of
trust deficit between people
governing and people being
governed,” the bench said.
The Supreme Court also di-
rected the Delhi government
and the Delhi Police Com-
missioner to register a case

against officers who caused
injury, and those who used
lathicharge and tear gas in
the crackdown.

The court further asked
the authorities to give a
compensation of Rs 5 lakh
to the family members of
Rajbala, the woman who
died due to the injury suf-
fered in the police crack-
down.  Besides, the court
also ordered a compensation
of Rs 50,000 for those who
sustained serious injuries
and Rs 35,000 for those with
minor injuries during the in-
cident. Importantly, the
apex court asked the yoga
guru to share 25% of the to-
tal compensation to be given
to the victims.

Meanwhile, the family

members of Rajbala have
refused to take any compen-
sation from the yoga guru’s
trust, saying that he was not
responsible for the unfortu-
nate incident. The apex
court had taken suo motu
cognisance of media reports
purportedly showing brutal-
ity of police action against
the sleeping followers of
Ramdev, including women
and children.

Ramdev had alleged the
police action was carried
out on the instructions of
their political masters and
demanded action against
all people who had directed
the mid-night crackdown.
Ramdev was agitating along
with his followers against
corruption and demanding
that the UPA government
must make sincere efforts
to bring back black money
illegally parked in secret
foreign bank accounts by tax
evaders.

Delhi Police, however,
claimed Ramdev had insti-
gated his followers to in-
dulge in violence, forcing
the police to act at that time
of the night.
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| Kerala to go ahead with legal
&1 action

Kerala state government would go ahead with legal action taken against the two
« armed guards of the Italian ship for killing two Kerala fishermen on the high seas.

- Kerala Chief Minister Oommen Chandy

Metro- Insight

Rupee opens
weaker by 6

paise against
US Dollar

MUMBAI: The Rupee
weakened by six paise to
49.28 against the US Dollar
in the opening session today
following rising demand for
the greenback by exporters,
dealers at the Interbank For-
eign Exchange said.

A minor fluctuation was
witnessed in the domestic
unit, as it registered intra
day high and low at 49.30
and 49.26 per USD respec-
tively.

Weak opening in share
market and Dollars gain
against other world curren-
cies put the Rupee down,
dealers said.
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Rallway announces new train

CHENNAI: The Southern
Railway on Thursday an-
nounced augmentation of
trains and introduction of
new trains.

A Railway release here
said T No 11013/11014
lokmanya tilak coimbatore
— lokmanya tilak expresses
will be augmented with one
Ac 3-tier coach with effect
from Thursday ex Lokman-
ya tilak and February 25 ex
Coimbatore.

Santragachi-Mangalore -
Santragachi vivek weekly
super fast express will be
introduced ex Mangalore
with effect from February
25 and ex Santragachi with

effect from March one.

T No 22851 Santragachi-
Mangalore weekly vivek
super fast express will leave
Santragachi at 1605 hrs on
Thursdays and arrive Man-
galore central at 0945 hrs on
Saturdays.

T No 22852 Mangalore-

Santragachi weekly vivek
super fast express will leave
Mangalore central at 2245
hrs on Saturdays and arrive
Santragachi at 1750 hrs on

Mondays. Advance res-
ervation for the above trains
will commence tomorrow,
the release said.

Howrah - Mysore - How-
rah weekly super fast ex-
presses: Regularservice ex
Howrah with effect from
February 24 and ex Mysore
with effect from February
27. T No 22817 Howrah
- Mysore weekly super fast
express will leave Howrah
at 1610 hrs on Fridays and
arrive Mysore at 0500 hrs on
Sundays.

T No 22818 Mysore week-
ly vivek super fast express
will leave Mysore at 0030
hrs on Mondays and ar-
rive Howrah at 1450 hrs on
Tuesdays.

Advance reservation for the
above trains is open, it said.

Crisil’s milestone in ratings

CHENNAI: Crisil an-
nounced its 25,000th rating
of Small and Medium En-
terprises (SMEs) here.

The milestone rating cer-
tificate for the 25,000th
SME rating was presented
to Pure Enviro Engineer-
ingPrivate Limited MD K
Ramasubranian by Cris-
il, SME ratings director
Sachin Nigam at a media
conference. In his address,
Nigam said the 25,000th
rating achievement dem-
onstrated the impact of
the collaborative approach
adopted by the Ministry of
Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises (MSME), the
National Small Industries
Corporation (NSIC), and
Crisil. *’SMEs play a criti-

cal role in the Indian econo-
my and Crisilis proud to be
a facilitator in the sector’s
promising prospects through
SME Ratings”, he added.
Nigam also released the
findings of its recent study
on rating trends in SMEs in
India. The study revealed
that SMEs with higher rat-
ings ‘SE 2B’ and above had
a larger concentration in
South India comprising the
states of Tamil Nadu, Ker-
ala, Karnataka and Andhra
Pradesh as compared to any
other region in the country.
The study, conducted on
8,500 SMEs which have
obtained ratings from Crisil
in 2011, showed that 49 per
cent enterprises obtained
high ratings of ‘SE 2B and

above’ in south India, as
compared to 40 per cent
SMEs across India.

Nigam said South India
offers SMEs favourable op-
erating conditions, proxim-
ity to large manufacturers,
availability of a strong sup-
ply chain and superior in-
frastructure facilities. This
has allowed SMEs in these
states to maintain relatively
strong business and finan-
cial risk profiles.

CHENNAI

‘Health festival 2012’

‘Health festival 2012’ inaugurated and health related book released by Madras hlgh court Judge K.N.Basha at
Chennai Valluvar kottam on Wednesday the book received by Tamilnadu planning commission Deputy Chair-
man Mrs.Shantha Sheela Nair IAS (Retd), students from various schools participated
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EARN Money Chen-
nai invites u to work
with an event group as-
sured income 5-7K
9600295306/9688793362.

BUSINESS
OFFERS

FINANCE ALL TYPE
Loan@2% pa Mangalam
Fin Ltd 09136183197,
09136795648,and
09136798615

COMPUTER
SERVICES

COMPUTER RENTAL
/Sales/Service Buyback /
AMC Real Tech:
42116098/9841383811

PC SERVICE @ Rs.90
Laptop/UPS/ Buyback/
AMC. Rlinfo

CALL G.S. REDDY Cars
98418 19099
offer for your usedcar.
Immediate settlement.
Ct: 98410 48477

AIRCONDITIONERS/
REFRIGERATOR

SPOT CASH: Old AC’s
fridge, computers,
Furniture 9841284789,
9094011722

SPOT CASH: OId AC’s
fridge, furniture,
Washing machine, All
scrap, 9444821318

ASTROLOGY

SINCERE PRACTICAL
Astrological Guidance
33yrs Exp. Nrusim-
hapaasaka 9840078054
www.ksraarudraiyengar.
org

ASTROGLOGY ON
Phone — Date of Birth/
Time — For all Prob-
lems-Ct- 9585033015

SPOT CASH 2/4 Whir

Cheque Basis Weekly.
Vetrivel 9884757967/
9487916407

SPOT CASH 2/4 Whir
Even under Fin,Card,
GoldRepledge Selva
9940064949

MADHA T. NAGAR for
jewel repledge (Rs.1925/
gm) Sell jeweles @ To-
day Is new Jewel Rate.60,
Rameswaram Road, Ch-
17 Ph 24345720-5730 &
9841095252

HIGER EDUCA-
TION FD SB, Bank
— Balance. Thirumalai
24314738,9282134736.

BANK BALANCE
FD  Overseas Admis-
sion, All Visa Needs,
9840742599/24662243

FOR BUSINESS,
Project, Corporate, Hous-
ing & Mortgage Loans.
9840210477

FOREIGN
EXCHANGE

PRITHVI EXCHANGE
. Best Rates In India.
Egmore — 43434222: Ad-
yar — 42187533: Annana-
gar — 26564794
Ashoknager — 24710708:
Chetpet -43434269: For
online Rates www. Prith-
vifx.com
FURNITURE
SPOT CASH
Furniture Compu-
ter, AC, Fridge TV
9840801897/9382665119
GARENTS/REDY-
MADES

BRANDED SALE
TROUSERS/SHIRTS/T-
SHIRTS FLAT 70 %
DISCOUNT
CREDITCARD
ACCEPTED
CONDTIONS

APPLY SUNDAY OPEN
N.T.ENCLAVE (SALE
HALL)

(OPP,Agarwal Eye Hospi-
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Yogesh Dixit, Head,
SME Ratings, Crisil, who
was also present, said, ‘the
key driver that propels the
growth of SMEs in South
India is the stronger finan-
cial risk profile as can be
seen from robust operating
margins and low gearing of
these companies.”  ‘These
SMEs have also benefited
from the strong relations
they have with large manu-
facturers™, he added.

PUDUCHERRY: The
Confederation of Indian In-
dustry (CII) Puducherry on
Wednesday organised a pro-
gramme on “how to improve
business  competitiveness
through Total Productive
Method (TPM) approach.
Speaking on the occasion,
K'S Shetty, Vice-Chairman,
Cll Puducherry Council
said that TPM originated in
Japan in 1971 as a method
for improving machine
availability through better

utilization of maintenance
and production resources.

TPM, being a Japanese
concept, is followed by most
of the manufacturing indus-
tries.

He spoke about the YY
Analysis, Energy Pillar, and
Energy Conservation,
Prevent Breakdowns, Sav-
ing Energy, Root cause to
prevent losses.

One way to think of TPM
is ‘deterioration prevention’:
deterioration is what hap-

s CII holds meet on TPM

pens naturally to anything
that is not’ taken care of’.
For this reason many people
refer to TPM as’ total pro-
ductive manufacturing’ or
‘total process management’.

TPM is a proactive ap-
proach that essentially aims
to identify issues as soon as
possible and plan to prevent
any issues before occur-
rence. One motto is ‘zero
error, zero work-related ac-
cident, and zero loss’, he
added.

Sensex down by 58.52 pts

MUMBAI: The benchmark
Index of the Bombay Stock
Exchange slipped further
today by 58.52 points to
18,086.73 on selling pres-
sure from local operators
along with weak global
Cues. The Nifty of Na-
tional Stock Exchange
(NSE) eased by 19.50 points
to 5485.85. The Sensex
recorded intra day high
and low at 18,209.56 and
18,075.61 points respec-
tively.  The Nifty recorded
the day’s high and low at
5519.55 and 5481.55 points
respectivley.

Barring Oil and Gas and
FMCG stocks, all others
were opened in red.

Govts ignoring
homeopathy: senior

homeopath

BANGALORE: The Cen-
tral and State Governments
need to do a lot more than
mere recognition provided
to enable the homeopathy
system of Medicine to flour-
ish and grow on an encour-
aging rate, a senior homeo-
path said.

Talking to media, Dr
Mukesh Batra, Chairman of
Dr Batra’s Positive Health
Clinic, said Homeopathy is
the second largest system
of medicine to be practised
in India, next to Allopathy,
but its coverage is woefully
small and research and de-
velopment is virtually nil.
It is restricted mostly to the
urban areas.

He lamented that the
country lacked the necessary
political will to give promi-
nence to Indian systems of
medicine which could play
more than a complementary
role.

Itis ironical that the coun-
try which produces the larg-
est number of homeopathy
doctors in a year does not
provide the necessary impe-
tus for its growth and even
the Government and ESI
hospitals have no separate
sections to give patients
their choice of treatment,
Dr Batra lamented, stating
that Homeopathy is recog-
nised in the National Health
Scheme in England and in
France homeopathy is as
popular as allopathy.

Reeling out statistics relat-
ing to Homeopathy, he said
currently Homeopathy is Rs
2,788 crore businesses in In-

dia and growing at about 20
to 25 per cent. By 2017 it is
expected to touch around Rs
6,000 crore.

The country has the largest
number of homeopathy doc-
tors of 5,00,000 with each
year, 20,000 new homeopa-
thy doctors being turned out
by 185 colleges besides 35
institutions which offer post
graduate courses.

The country also has
around 11,000 homeopathy
hospitals. Compared to this
France has a business of Rs
26,000 crore in homeopathy.
Homeopathy is practiced in
as many as 80 countries.

Dr Batra said, Homeopa-
thy as a preventive medicine
is also neglected and it can
offer medical help to poor
and down-trodden at rela-
tively low cost when com-
pared to the modern medical
system.

As an instance he quoted
Andhra Pradesh Govern-
ment which has ten years
ago mass circulated Bela-
dona homeopathy pills to
prevent spread of gastroen-
teritis.Homeopathy offered
healthcare options at rela-
tively low cost and this need
to be spread in rural areas,
he urged.

He said, the government
should also promote public-
private partnership initia-
tives to enable homeopathy
get the necessary boost
within the country and each
government hospital should
have at least some beds re-
served for homeopathy pa-
tients.

Realty was down by near-
ly four per cent followed by
Metal, Capital Goods and
Auto by one per cent each.

Sterlite Inustris tumbled
by by 4.75 per cent. DLF, L
& T, Hero Moto Corp, Tata
Power and Jindal Steel kept
the market under pressure
for the second day today.

The losers were Sterlite
Industries by 4.75 per cent
to Rs 114.20, DLF by 3.27
per cent to Rs 231, Bharti
Airtel by 2.12 per cenet to

Rs 340, L & T by 1.82 per
cent to Rs 1396, Hero Moto
Corp by 1.77 per cent to Rs
729.55, Tata Power by 1.53
per cent to Rs 109.40, Jindal
Steel by 1.35 per cent to Rs
604.25 and ICICI Bank by
1.08 per cent to Rs 946.80.

The gainers were SBI by
1.60 per cent to Rs 2293.90,
Hind Unilever by 0.95 per
cent to Rs 382, Reliance by
0.94 per cent to Rs 841.05
and ITC by 0.41 per cent to
Rs 209.10.
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0530 AANANDHAM ADAIVEER ANDRAADA
VAAZHVIL : Spon. Prog.

0600  PON VILAIYUM BHOOMI

0630 KANNABIRAAN KADHAIYAMUDHAM-
Srimad Bhagavatham

0645 AAZHWAARGALUM AMUDHA
THAMIZHUM

0715 KAALAI THENDRAL-Breakfast Show-Yoga /
Meditation

0730 NAM VIRUNDHINAR

0800 SEIDHIGAL

0815 PENNE UNAKKAAGA- Sponsored
Programme

0825 MANAKKAVALAI MAATRAL ELIDHU -
Prog on Stress M.ment

0830 ENDRUM INIMAI

0900 AZHAGU KALAI : Beauty Tips

0930  ARIVIYAL PUDHIR- Scientific Facts

1000  SEIDHIGAL

1005  TELE-SHOPPING- Sponsored Programme

1030 KAANBOM KARPOM Model Question Paper
for-Std - XII
Biology (Part: 1) Presented by: S. Adhiappan

1100  TELE SHOPPING- Sponsored Programme

1115  TELEONE TELE-SHOPPING- Sponsored
Programme

1130 KONJAM KAVIDHAI KONJAM THENEER

1200  SEIDHIGAL

1210 HELLO UNGALUDAN- Phone-in Live : Legal
Issues

PODHIGAI

1300 AADAIGALIL ACHCHUKKALAI- Sponsored
Programme

1330  SUVAI ARUSUVAL - Spon. Prog.

1400 TELEBRANDS - Spon. Prog.

1430  SEIDHIGAL

1440  SIRIPPU VEDIGAL

DD - 1 & PODHIGAI

1500 KURALIN KURAL

1505  SNEGITHAMAE - Serial: Ep. 28

1530 NEEDOOZHI VAAZHGA- Science
Prog. : Ep. 7

1600 THENEER NERAM: Recipe

1630 SIRUVAR POONGA

1700  SEIDHIGAL

1705  SIRUVAR NERAM (Pro. from DDK, Madurai)

1730  KAANBOM KARPOM-Model Question Paper
for Std - XII
ECNOMICS (Part: 2) Presented by:
P G MANORAMA

1800  PON VILAIYUM BHOOMI

1830  KANNABIRAAN KADHAIYAMUDHAM-
Srimad Bhagavatham Discour

1845  VANIGA THAGAVALGAL- Business
Information

1900  SEIDHIGAL

1905 NAM VIRUNDHINAR

1930 BHOOMIYIN KADHAI- Kahani Dharti Hi

2015  SEIDHIGAL

2045  SIRIPPU VEDIGAL

2100 NEEDITHTHA VAAZHVIRKKU
THEVAIKKETRA NUGARVU-Spon:Pr

2105 CHIDAMBARAM NATYANJALI

2200  SEIDHIGAL

2210 ENDRUM INIMAI

2230  VETRIYUM VAAZHVUM: Spon. Prog.

2300 TELE BUY: Spon. Prog.
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What the need for NCTC

NCTC should not be operationalised unless state governments were consult-
ed. | told to the PM that NCTC disturbed the country’s federal structure and |
asked what the need for a Central anti-terror agency was now.

Lok
Inds file
papers for
Sankarankovil
CHENNAI: Three Inde-

pendents have filed papers
as the filing of nominations
for the March 18 bypoll to
Sankarankovil ~ (Reserve)
Assembly Constituency be-
gan on Wednesday.

Tamil Nadu CEO Praveen
Kumar, in a release here,
said on the first day of nom-
inations, three independents
filed their papers.

Those who filed their pa-
pers were Dr K Padmarajan,
who used to file nomina-
tions for every election, P
N Sri Ramachandran and S
Arumugam.

HM releases
book on
anti-naxal
operations

HYDERABAD: Un-
ion Home Minister
P.Chidamabaram hasre-

leased a book compiled by
AP Police on anti naxal op-
erations at New Delhi on
Wednesday.

Andhra Pradesh state Di-
rector General of Police V
Dinesh Reddy presented a
book prepared by AP Police
about” Ambushes Booby
Traps for Communication,
compiled for the Anti Naxal
Operations to Union Home
Minister, according to a re-
lease here.

In an informal meet, Union
Home Minister released the
book forthe Anti Naxal Op-
erations which is useful for
central police as well as state
police.

The copies of the book
were also given to all Di-
rector Generals and Police
Chiefs who were attending
meeting at New Delhi, the
release added.
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Metro- Crime &

Politics

CHENNAI: Madras High
Court on Wednesday or-
dered issuance of notice to
Tamil Nadu Assembly Sec-
retary on a petition filed by
Actor-Politician and Leader
of the Opposition Vijay-
akanth, challenging his
ten-day suspension from
the House for his alleged
unruly behaviour.

The State Assembly had
suspended Vijayakanth on
February two for ten days
after he angrily gesticu-
lated against a ruling party
member and made some
‘abusive’ remarks when
the House was debating the

motion of thanks to the Gov-
ernor for his address.
Vijayakanth, who had
served three days of sus-
pension, would not be able
to attend the session for
seven more days when the
Assembly meets for the
budget session, likely to be
convened after the March
18 Sankarankoil Assembly

Bye-election.

As the date for the budget
session was not announced
and his suspension in vogue,
the DMDK founder said
could not serve the people of
his constituency as a Legis-
lator, and sought a direction
to declare as unconstitution-
al, the suspension order.

Vijayakanth, who cited
Speaker D Jayakumar and
Assembly secretary as re-
spondents, sought a stay of
the suspension order.

When the case came up
for hearing before Justice
Rajeswaran, Senior Advo-
cate P S Raman, appearing

HC notice to TN Assembly Secy on
Vijayakanth’s plea

for the Actor-Politician, said
the Assembly has withdrawn
the rights and privileges ex-
tended to him as Leader of
the Opposition.

As he was unable to dis-
charge his duties and serve
the people of Rishivandyam,
from where he got elected,
the suspension order went
against the Representation
of the People’s Act, he ar-
gued.

After admitting the peti-
tion, the judge ordered issu-
ance of notice to the Assem-
bly Secretary, directing him
to file his counter by March
two.

Bank heists solved...... coumen

on a complaint from Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(Adyar) Sudhakar, who led
the team, a FIR was regis-
tered and a probe by the
Judicial Magistrate ordered
into the encounter.

“’As per the rules, the FIR
was sent to the Magistrate
for a detailed inquiry. Fur-
ther probe into it would also
be conducted by the State
Crime Branch-CID Police
on the orders of the State
DGP,” Mr Tripathy said.
He said Police Inspectors
Ravi and Christian Jayasil,
suffered bullet wounds to
the left bicep and the left
upper waist when police re-
turned fire in self-defence in
a bid to the save the lives of
innocent public.

The injured policemen and
gang members were taken
to Government Royapettah
Hospital (GRH).  While
the policemen were admit-
ted for treatment, the gang
members were declared
dead at GRH and their bod-
ies were taken to Govern-
ment General Hospital for
post mortem.  Mr Tripathy
repeatedly said that police
team had gone there only
to verify the information re-
ceived by them and not with

the intention of any encoun-
ter.

Giving a blow-by-blow ac-
count of the encounter, Mr
Tripathy said acting on in-
formation from a man from
the neighbourhood that the
person, whose photograph
was released by the police
yesterday, was staying in
a ground floor apartment
along with four others, a
14-member team headed by
Mr Sudhakar went to the
spot to verify the informa-
tion at around 0100 hrs.

‘When the police knocked
at the doors of the apart-
ment at Vandikaran Street
in Velachery Area, the gang
members resisted by open-
ing fire,” he said. As the
curious onlookers started
rushing out of the house on
hearing the gun shots, the
police warned the gang to
stop firing and asked them
to surrender.  “’After the
police knocked at the doors,
they resisted from inside and
started attacking through the
windows.

‘Since it is a highly con-
gested and thickly populated
area, we cautioned them to
stop firing as it might cause
injury or death of innocent
people and asked them to

surrender,” the commission-
er said.

Mr Tripathy repeatedly
said that police team had
gone there only to verify
the information received by
them and not with the inten-
tion of any encounter.

Giving a blow-by-blow ac-
count of the encounter, Mr
Tripathy said acting on in-
formation from a man from
the neighborhood that the
person, whose photograph
was released by the police
yesterday, was staying in
a ground floor apartment
along with four others, a
14-member team headed by
Sudhakar went to the spot
to verify the information at
around 0100 hrs.

‘When the police knocked
at the doors of the apart-
ment at Vandikaran Street
in Velachery Area, the gang
members resisted by open-
ing fire,” he said. As the
curious onlookers started
rushing out of the house on
hearing the gun shots, the
police warned the gang to
stop firing and asked them to
surrender.

** After the police knocked
at the doors, they resisted
from inside and started at-
tacking through the win-

dows. ‘Since it is a highly
congested and thickly popu-
lated area, we cautioned
them to stop firing as it
might cause injury or death
of innocent people and
asked them to surrender,” the
commissioner said.

Despite repeated warnings,
the gang members did not
stop and continued their in-
discriminate firing resulting
in injuries to Police Inspec-
tors Ravi and Christian
Jayasil.

In an act of self-defence
and to save the lives of inno-
cent public, police broke the
door and entered the house
and were forced to return the
fire, killing the gang mem-
bers, he added. ~ Denying
the police had stated that
one of the gang members
was a former engineering
student of the SRM Univer-
sity, the commissioner said
the identity of the deceased
was being confirmed based
on the address in the seized
voter ID cards.  “’Further
investigation to ascertain
their background, whether
they are involved in any oth-
er such robberies in Tamil
Nadu or other states and
whether there were more ac-
complices is on,” he added.

Police encounter photos

(Above) Media persons Watchlng inside the house where encounter took place (Below left)Bodies of the flve
persons who killed in police encounter, (Right) Blood flood inside the house.

- Stalin
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OPECIALIST HOSPITAL & RESEARCH CENTRE PYTLTD

DIAGNOSTIC DIVISION (ISO 9001 : 2000)

www.humahospital.com

COMPREHENSIVE DIAGNOSTIC CENTRE WITH HIGHLY SPECIALISED SERVICES
“ QUALITY HEALTH CARE SERVICE AT AFFORDABLE COST”

(Accomplishing great strides in the field of medical diagnostics and achieving many accolades since 1987)

Passenger detained, Rs 3 cr
diamonds seized

CHENNAI: Air Customs
officials on Wednesday
seized nearly 750 gm of
precious diamonds, valued
at Rs three crore in the in-
ternational market from a
passenger who arrived here
from Dubai via Hyderabad
by an Air India flight and de-
tained him. Airport sources
sources said Customs of-
ficials checked the suitcase
of Arvin Lalwani (38), a na-
tive of Surat in Gujarat and
found precious diamonds
hidden in it.

Customs officials suspect-
ed it was smuggled from
Dubai.

However, on interrogation,
he said he was a domestic

passenger and boarded the
flight only at Hyderabad and
showed the boarding pass.
He said he was involved in
wholesale diamond busi-
ness and went to Hyderabad
to sell a portion of the dia-
monds.
He said he came to Chennai
to sell the remaining dia-
monds to the traders here
and had boarded the flight at
Hyderabad.

He did not have documents
to substantiate his claim.

Customs officials ascer-

tained that Arvind, in fact,
had boarded the flight only
at Hyderabad. Since he was
a domestic passenger and
Customs officials did not

have powers to arrest him,
he was handed over to the
Income Tax Department of-
ficials for further question-
ing.

As Arvind could not dis-
close the source of the dia-
monds, the extent to which
he had sold them in Hy-
derabad and the prospective
traders in Chennai to whom
he was planning to sell
them, he was detained and
taken to the IT headquarters
for extensive interrogation.

The IT officials also alert-
ed their counterpart’s in Gu-
jarat to secure details of the
business dealings of Arvind
and whether he had been fil-
ing regular IT returns.

Statements on fishermen killings

contradictory to facts Blshop
r =

KOCHI: Newly-appoint-
ed Cardinal Mar George
Alancherry on Wednesday
said certain statements on
killing of the two Indian
fishermen by Italian Ma-
rines from an Italian

Oil Tanker was ‘contradic-
tory to the facts.’

Stating the media re-
ports appearing in an Italian
News Agency ‘Fides’ was
absolutely wrong, Cardinal
Alancherry, in a statement
here, said the news agency
Fides withdraw the report
and tendered their apology
in this regard.

Probe into

BANGALORE: Amid boy-
cott by Opposition Congress
and Janata Dal (Secular), the
Karnataka Assembly House
committee, setup to probe
the porn scandal involving
three Former Ministers, be-
ganits probe. While the four
members of the ruling BJP
were present, the two rep-
resentatives from Congress
and another from JD(S),
nominated to the panel by

Stating truth and jus-
tice should always be safe
guarded, the Cardinal said
what he had stated was the
tragic incident of Killing
of two innocent fishermen
should be taken up with due
seriousness with necessary

‘Porngate’

Speaker K G Bopaiah, did
not turn up. Panel Chair-
man Srishailappa Bidarur
told reporters that the next
meeting of the committee
was scheduled for February
29. “’l appeal to the mem-
bers of the committee from
the Congress and the JD(S)
to participate in the proceed-
ings and offer their views,”
he said. Bopaiah has asked
the committee to submit the

legal steps in this regard.

‘At the same time, | had
stated that the issue should
be solved amicably through
dialogue and should never
go for frictions by the peo-
ple and the nations,” he said
in the statement.

Reiterating he had never
tried for mediation or ap-
proached any Ministers on
the issue, he said he had sin-
cerely shared the deep sor-
row of the families of those
who were killed in the inci-
dent and accepted the emo-
tions of the people in this
country, it added.

begins
report by March 13.

The committee is probing
the alleged viewing of porn
MMS on a mobile phone by
Laxman Savadi, C C Patil
and Krishna Palemar, dur-
ing the Assembly Session
on February seven.

The three BJP leaders had
since quit as Ministers after
the incident. The y had fur-
nished their replies to the
Speaker.

India objects to extension of Indian
children’s visa by Norway

NEW DELHI: India has
taken objection to the Nor-
wegian authorities seeking
to extend the Residence Per-
mits of the two young Indian
children who have been put
in foster care by the Munici-
pal Child Care Services in
Stavanger.

The children were separat-
ed from their parent on the
ground that the latter were
not able to take proper care
of them. After a protracted
diplomatic process, the au-
thorities had agreed to hand
over the children to their un-
cle who had travelled from

Kolkata to Norway for the
purpose.

Ministry of External Af-
fairs Spokesperson Syed
Akbarudding said the Gov-
ernment on getting the report
of residence permit exten-
sion immediately conveyed
its serious concerns regard-
ing the manner in which this
was done to the Norwegian
Foreign Office, in Oslo as
well as in New Delhi.

‘It was pointed out that
the children are neither or-
phans nor Stateless persons,
and enjoy the protection of
the Indian State and any re-

quest for extension of Resi-
dence Permit on their behalf
should emanate from either
the parents or the Indian
State,” he said

The Norwegian Govern-
ment was urged once again
to expedite the process of
return of the young children
to India in view of the hu-
manitarian dimension of the
issue.

It was underlined that
India has strong legislative
and institutional mechanism
to protect the interests of
children after their return to
India, he said.
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Former Indian Prime m|n|ster Rajiv Gandhi and Congress presi-
dent Sonia Gandhi enjoying the ice cream taste in the Delhi Street...
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panel -

It was “Tough’ sacking great Ricky Ponting but this
- decision made as a panel says Michael Clarke

Australian captain Michael Clarke has said he was partly responsible for the sacking of
former skipper Ricky Ponting from the one-day squad. I’'m 100 per cent part of the selection
that’s part now of the captain’s job,” he wrote in a New Ltd column. “We’ve made
this decision as a panel ” It is tough not havmg the great Ricky Ponting out there playing
| ODI for us but that’s the decision we’ve made.”

RNI-TC No. TNENG 05413 /2010. R.Dis.No. 981/11
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Basket ball legend Michael
Jordan sues Chinese sports
wear firm over name use

Former National Basketball Association star Michael Jordan watches the Texas Rangers play the
New York Yankees in Game 4 of baseball’s American League.

Basketball legend Michael
Jordan has filed a lawsuit
in China against a Chinese
sportswear company, accus-
ing the firm of unauthorised
use of his name.

The Naismith  Memorial
Basketball Hall of Fame re-
cipient and former Chicago
Bulls star said on Thursday
that Qiaodan Sports, a com-
pany located in the southern
Fujian province had built its
business around his Chinese
name and jersey number
without his permission.
“Itis deeply disappointing to
see a company build a busi-
ness off my Chinese name
without my permission, use
the number 23 and even at-

tempt to use the names of
my children,” Jordan said in
a statement.

“This complaint is not about
money. It’s about principle
and protecting my name,”
he added.

Jordan is known as Qiaodan
in basketball-mad China
that has produced its own
basketball superstar in Yao
Ming. The moniker was reg-
istered by Qiaodan Sports,
the statement said. It did not
specify what compensation
Jordan was seeking from the
company.

A Qiaodan Sports spokes-
man said he had not re-
ceived details of the case
from the company’s legal

department, and thus could
not comment on it. Over the
past few years, it has be-
come the Olympic partner of
Mongolia, Kazakhstan and
Turkmenistan. And in 2010,
it became the official partner
of the International Basket-
ball Federation (FIBA).
Jordan filed the case on
Tuesday in a Chinese court.
NBA breakout star Jeremy
Lin may face similar issues
in China further down the
road as a woman in the east-
ern province of Jiangsu has
already registered his name,
in Chinese characters, as
a trademark, the Shanghai
Daily newspaper reported
on Wednesday.

Lin himself is applying for
a trademark in the United
States to the term “Linsan-
ity”, which is widely used to
describe his meteoric rise to
fame, according to the Unit-
ed States Patent and Trade-
mark Office website.

Apple Inc is similarly fac-
ing legal tangles in China.
On Wednesday, a Shanghai
court began hearing a case
brought by Chinese technol-
ogy firm Proview Technol-
ogy (Shenzhen) against Ap-
ple for its use of the name
iPad.Proview claims it owns
the iPad trademark in China,
while Apple says the trade-
mark was bought from the
firm years ago.
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Tamil movie ‘Aravan’ the historic look like film is set to release on March 2nd...
Thirupathi brothers releases the film in Chennai city theatres and it is to release jointly with Amma creations

‘Aravan historic look like fllm to release on March

to other places of Tamilnadu. - Aadi and Dhansika leads in

Director N.Lingusamy’s

- kumarsrinivas

UAE Tamil Sangam’s

|
c'h,

: UAE Tamil San-
gam conducted shuttlecock
tournament recently in Du-
bai for Children, men and

DUBAI

women. Valentine’s Day

celebrations also held with
fun games and joy, prizes
were given to the winners by
the chief guest, and people
from various places of UAE

Shuttlecock Tou rnament 2012

participated in the event.

I am sure this is an unbe-
lievable great achievement
for our UAE Tamil sangam,
we thank all our mates for

making this event a grand
success, says its president
Ramesh Viswanathan and
his team.

Salman
Khan is
Cuba’s
tourism
ambassador!

MUMBAI: Tourism seems
to be the new fascination
for Bollywood celebs. Af-
ter Amitabh Bachchan and
Aamir Khan, the new star to
join the band wagon is Sal-
man Khan.

While Big B and Aamir
are busy promoting Indian
tourism, Salman has gone
global by endorsing an in-
ternational destination. Ac-
cording to reports, Salman
Khan recently shot an ad
to promote Cuba. He did a
cameo for a Cuban tourism
commercial.

Salman, who was in Ha-
vana, Cuba shooting for his
film ‘Ek Tha Tiger’, was on
sets when one of the local
film directors approached
Khan to do a cameo in his
video for the local tourism
board.

Apparently, the director
approached Salman as he
felt that his global appeal
would be a great asset for
the project. Sallu spontane-
ously agreed to feature in
the commercial.

VIBGYOR

THRISSUR: VIBGYOR
International Film Festival
began here on Wednesday
at K T Mohammed Memo-
rial regional Theatre.  The
six-day-long festival was

| will not discuss personal life in
public: Bipasha

NEW DELHI: Actress Bi-
pasha Basu has vowed never
to discuss her personal life in
public again after her break-
up with John Abraham cre-
ated headlines.

Bipasha, who dated John
for nine years after meeting
on the sets of “Jism’, parted
ways last year. The couple
had been very open about
their relationship but the in-
tense media focus on their
split has made Bipasha wary
of going public with her ro-
mantic life again.

“If | really fall in love
again | would not talk about
it. It becomes dirty towards
the end and the outsiders
make it so. Nine years of
your life cannot be treated as
a joke. For people it is just
an interesting read,” Bipa-
sha told reporters in an in-
terview.

“They expect that if you
have had a break-up you
have to look like a disas-
ter and die. People think if
you don’t become dramatic
and ask for sympathy then
you are a bad person. They
should stop judging me.
But | am ok with it now, it
doesn’t affect me anymore,”
she added.

The 33-year-old actress
has been linked to her co-
stars constantly post her split
but she rubbished rumours

that she is dating anyone.
“People can't digest the
fact that | am single. The
stories are way too bizarre
for me to understand. Peo-
ple link me up instantly
and declare a break-up as
well but it is not possible.
I am not saying that | am a
nun but it's not possible I
will fall in love in a day. |
do go out for dates but that
doesn’t mean | am in a rela-
tionship,” she said.  While
she is struggling to strike a
balance between her public
and private persona, Bipa-
sha is also gearing up for the
release of her new film “Jodi
Breakers” where she plays a
woman whose profession is
to help couples separate.
The Bong beauty is all
praise for her first time co-
star R Madhvan in the film
and says that she was the one
who suggested his name.

“l was the one who sug-
gested Madhavan's name for
the film. When | was asked
by the producers whom do |
see as my lead actor | said
Madhavan and luckily they
took my word seriously and
got him on board. He is a
wonderful guy and a great
co-star to work with,” she
added.

The film, a romantic com-
edy directed by Ashwini
Chaudhary, will hit the thea-

tres on February 24.

After being in the indus-
try for more than a decade,
Bipasha says there is an im-
mense sense of pride in her
that she has made it so far
without a Godfather.

The actress has given hits
like ‘Raaz’, “Jism’, “No En-
try’ and ‘Dum Maro Dum’.

“There is an immense
sense of pride that | made it
without a Godfather in the
industry. Right from day
one | never did anything
that | didn't want to do. |
have been very strong on
my principles. My priorities
have always remained the
same.

“l don’t believe that films
define me. It’s just a profes-
sion I amin and I love it but
their is more to me beside
this. | like to live the way
| want to rather than by the
rules of the industry.”
Bipasha says that people in
the industry had a different
perception about her when
she stepped into Bollywood.
“When | started off | was
called a bohemian... I don’t
know why? But for me that
was a normal way of living.
I like to spend time with my
friends and travel. It was
not that | was irresponsible
about my work but it’s just
that | like to balance it out,”
Bipasha said.

International Film Festival starts

inaugurated by dancer and
activist Mallika Sarabhai.
Inaugurating the festival,
Ms Sarabhai said the artists
should have an important
role to act to make a good

and a prosperous world a re-
ality. As many as 95 short
films and 19 documentaries
from different countries will
be exhibited. Fourteen films
portraying the social issues,

5 on atomic energy related
issues, 23 films on life and
culture in Kerala, 23 re-
garding children and 3 from
neighboring Bangladesh
would be shown.

Tirupati zoo to develop into a
world class one

HYDERABAD: Andhra
Pradesh Forest and Envi-
ronment Minister S Vijaya
Rama Raju today told the
State Assembly that the gov-
ernment was taking all nec-
essary steps to develop Sri
Venkateswara ~ Zoological
Park into a world class one.
He said during question
hour that the government
was very keenon protection
of animals in the zoos and
they not taken any funds
from Tirumala Tirupati
Devasthanams(TTD) for de-
veloping Tirupati Zoo.

The government was also
taking steps to provide bet-
ter tourism facilities at zoo
parks located at Hyderabad,
Tirupati and Visakhapat-

nam he said adding that any
employee found indulging
incorrupt practices while
dealing with animals in the
zoo would be suspended or

dismissed.

While referring to ex-
change of animals, the Min-
ister said 11lnew animals
procured from outside have

already joined in Nehru
Zoological Park in Hydera-
bad and a pair of Cheetahs
would be added to the Zoo
shortly.
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